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Figure 1-1 J curve of the world’s population growth (future
projections based on the present rate of growth of 1.7 percent).
(UN data)
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Figure |-, A projection of present growth curves into the future
shows worldwide depletion of resources and declining industrial
growth. Because of time lags, population (age structure) and pollution
(retention time) continue to grow after the peak of industrialization.
Eventually population declines sharply as death rates rise because of
shortages of food and medical services. These are projections, not
predictions. The variables are plotted on ditferent vertical scales but
are combined on the same graph to emphasize modes of behavior.
(Source: D. H. Meadows et al., The Limits to Growth. New York:
Universe Books, 1972. Used by permission.)
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