Asa} AHee] A ¥F FhogAe] =y Fdd g v
A Study on Dress-up Turning as Means of Expressing Automobile Drivers’ Self- Identity
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(Abstract)

As automobile drivers’ desires become ever diversified with
the spreading phenomenon of ’characteristic automobile
decorations’, it is feared that the design quality may be
deteriorated, while the safety be retarded in terms of
performance and function. In Korea, the ’'Dress-up tuning’
becomes the source of the social criticism because of lack
of relevant codes and professional tuning services, while
automobile drivers are excessively having their automobiles
overdressed ignoring the overall aesthetic aspect and
functions.

Under such a circumstance, this study was aimed at
reviewing the practices and dress-up accessories by each
automobile part of those foreign automobile makers and
professional tuners who have introduced the concept of
‘customizing' and developed dress-up accessories and
various tuning parts only to safisfy their customers’ tuning

‘ needs.
© It is anticipated that automobile styling would tend more to

pursue a ‘coordination’ featuring ordinary consumers’
individualistic senses, while customers’ needs reflecting their
life styles be more refined. Meanwhile, Korean automobile
consumers have accommodated the product designs
presented within the producers’ frameworks, but they are
expected to pursue the design values varying according to
changing structures of production, society and industry as
well as the resultant design activities. In all, makers and
designers are requested to be aware of such changing

environment  structures and  thereby, explore other
alternatives, or reflect seriously on the socio-cultural
implications inherent in the products, namely on the

production and consumption of people’s favorites.
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