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A comparative study of the middle school students’ recognition
of environmental issues and their practice of the concept in
their lives

Jisan You -, KyuhwanRa"
(Seoul Bangwon Middle School - *Yonsei Univ. Dept. Env. Sci.)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to suggest a systematic and effective way of
environmental education by analyzing current environment classes being provided as one
of elective courses in some middle schools and their impact on the students.

To conduct this study, 1,467 students of 36 middle schools were asked to fill out
the questionnaire of 30 items and they were divided into two different groups depending
upon whether they were taking ’‘environment’ classes at school or not. The survey was
performed to see if there is a difference between these two groups in terms of their
recognition of environmental problems and their daily practice of that concept.

The conclusion is that the students taking environment classes have more
knowledge about environmental issues than the ones without the classes, but their
actual behaviors show no difference. In that point, it is necessary to take up a more
effective and practical way of environmental education together with teaching its
theoretical values.

Key Words : environmental education, environmental problems, daily practice
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