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Abstract

The purposes of this study are two-fold; 1) to identify the differences in the view of
environmental value between 6-years-olds and 12-years-olds, 2) to identify the differences in
the attitude towards animals and plants between male- and female students. To accomplish the
purposes of this study, two researchers deeply interviewed ten 6-years-old and 12-years-old
boys and girls, respectively. First, the interviewees are asked to rank six constituents in
nature, human-being, tiger, ant, gingko tree, weed, and stone, from their views of
environmenta} value. Then, the interviewees were asked to talk about their various interaction
with animals and plants. The resuits of this study are as follows; 1) In evaluating the value of
nature constituents, 12-vears-olds tended to be affected by scientific knowledge. On the other
hand, 6-years-olds tended to evaluate the value of nature constituents by their emotional
feelings; 2) From the perspectives of environmental ethics, 12-years-olds showed attitudes in
anthropocentric or holistic ethics. On the other hand, G-years-olds showed attitudes in
nonanthropocentric ethics; 3) In evaluating the value of nature constituents, 1Z2-years-olds
tended to consider the constituent’s instrumental values and 6-years-olds tended to consider

their intrinsic values; 4) From the perspectives of "ethics of care”, females, especially 12-years
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females tended to take care of plants. The results propose more emphasis of environmental

"sensuous” in school

environmental education. And male- and female students should be

expected fairly in their environmental attitudes, especially in taking care of natural creatures.
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