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(Abstract)

Cultural contact, which means a current that an influential
culture diffuses to another, represents the penetration of the
one to the other in a negative respect and ‘mixture’ or
fusion’ of them in an affirmative respect.

Fusion of cultures was not easy to take place in the past
when nationalism and ultranationalism suppressed it
ideologically, inconvenient transportation and communications
were obstadles to it, and most of countries were under the
influences of folk religions. Today, however, mutually
heterogeneous cultures can be shared by a lot of things
such as collapse of a view of nation resulted from
globalization, breakdown of regional characteristics, abolition
of trade barriers, freedom of communications and realtime
information network. Those have rendered fusion possible.

Fusion in this modern consuming society is extending much
faster and more extensively than at any time in the past. In
addition, more and more cultural elements seem to collide
and compromise with one another in the name of fusion,
not relaxing the bridle of fusion, from the present situations
that preference in consumption becomes subdivided and a
variety of individuality is strongly attempted to seek for.

This study is on the subject of the properties of ‘Fusion’,
one of new styles in a mass culture, especially focused on
sociologic cultural phenomena. Furthermore, it is expected
to look for a fusion in interior design which expresses
sociologic cultural phenomena most in a field of design, to
examine it theoretically, and to prospect a future trend of
fusion design based on investigation of the latest prevailing
trend.
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