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Environmentally Friendly Utilization of the Abandoned Mine Sites
As a Recreational Resource

Choi, Yong-Bok

Research for International Economics

Abstract

With reducing coal mining industry the number of coal mine sites between 1988 and 1998
was dropped from 347 to 12. Since the abandoned coal mine sites have been kept without any
cares, they have raised various environmental and safety problems. Then, Korean government
initiated a special law in 1995 for enhancing economic conditions and solving environmental
problems with promoting developmental projects in the abandoned mining sites. As a result,
casino business in Chungsun area has been opened to publics, and other large-scale
developments such as ski slopes and resorts are planned. In addition, Boryung area in
Chungchung province also will launch a large- scale project building golf courses. Based on this
developmental trend, it is expected that lots of large-scale developments in other places will be
taken place. In general, the large-scale developments have caused various environmental
problems, and, thus, environmental aspects should be considered in a decision-making process.
This paper examine the status of the abandoned mine sites in Korea and U.S. and suggests the

alternatives of its utilization.

Keyword: Abandoned Mine Sites, Environmentally Friendly Utilization
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2. BRAKY

v AYAY BT 1977 FuedH
A% BARE FRAOE BT e wA

Z ZA3 B39 (Surface Mining Control and

SEAT EHE o) DAL A 102 of
oA ABAGe] AAWAR FZHT YT,

H 4. =2 HENY SHE], 0I013H)

2121 (H) s17ha g Rk 57 199 57 2] S 57
Indiana 266,100 147633 8,549 8,080 5,500
Kentucky 1617513 NA 13899 9,104 20,639
Pensylvania 482,000 NA 9,023 15,032 19,065
Texas 244,500 130875 11,010 10,727 6519
‘Wyoming 319470 62,043 0 0 0
71 Ef 1518427 446,396 32,191 28403 34,671

Al 4,448 280 786,947 74672 71,346 86,394

A} &1 Office of Surface Mining, 1998 Annual Report
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AR bdel Azte] =E2HUS Ag-olH A4
o2 BEAYE AAS HUEEFANYE S
gk gt $AEHE Aot A S A
Weke OSMo| 71528 AAst7] flsixe 37}
A GAIFFSEFH7L 714 7k ARl g
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At 19799 R 19999704 200437 71w
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3. 0= wFo| ESAl|
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g FHeted E8sta 9l
ZAo 2 HE FF 197HY gallon(l gallon =

378 ler) ¢ Eo WEEEH PEAOZ AL

H 5. 2I3=27&(Emergency Reclamation Project) it

S 19999 ALY 1978-1998K % AFY A
OSM A F-ON) OSM A F-ON)

tinois 0 13 51 198 262

Kansas 0 59 270 449 778

Kentucky 31 0 743 0 774

Ohio 0 30 190 146 366

Pennsylvania % 0 1779 0 1875

West Virginia 0 40 179 493 712

71e} 5 4 271 206 730

gl 132 186 3683 1492 5493

A} &1 Office of Surface Mining, 1998 Annual Report
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S gAs= Aot HHAZ vl Aol AR tE Fata) g4zt
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e 19717 & ARAA, 554 5 63k o] THQl FIhe} FRlFe] SR A7)
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APARA R, 2000, FAE AlFeT 8 HAE
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%g} g] 2001 §Jr7<4 _,,]-J)r;quBLi

. US. Geological survey: Country Reports, Mineral
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