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A Study on the Symbolic Regional Themes and its Expression Methods for Place Marketing,
- Focused on the Theme Museums of Japan -
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(Abstract)

In these days, each leccal administrative organizations and
residents have made constant efforts to achieve unique regional
identity and its publicty as a strategy for 'Place Marketing'.
Developing a proper symbolic regicnal theme for the area can
bring the eccnomic and cultural vitality to the local areas. The
purpose of this study is to investigate and to analyze the
contents of theme and expression methods of local theme
museums of Japan for last 20ysars. The types of regichal
themes appeared as 'Physical’ pant like topographyfecelogy,
relics and manmade fadilties, and 'Sccdial & Cultural’ part like
industry, culture, people or histeric events. The cases of
expression methods such as Representation, Metaphor,
Symbol and Metonymy could be also found. Thers was an
increasing tendency applying and expressing the symbolic
regional theme more impressively as the time passed.
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