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Study of the Professionalization of Education
for Traditional Chinese Medicine
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Nowadays most of scholarship is based on the western model. Traditional Chinese Medical education system
also follows the western medical education. In the views of medical sociology, it shows very interesting phenomenon
that the modernization of traditional area follows the western model of modernization. Moreover, it provides a good
chance to discuss whether modernization and westernization of tradition is real development or not. Traditional
Chinese Medicine had been the only institutional medicine in China for a long time. But the status of Traditional
Chinese Medicine has been changed very rapidly since modern era. Shanghai Traditional Chinese Medical School was
established in 1916. But National Party government tried to abolish Traditional Chinese Medicine and it met a crisis
of maintenance. But the situation has been dramatically changed when Communist Party got the power in 1949. The
Communist Government needed a chief medical service. And Traditional Chinese Medicine could meet the condition.
Traditional Chinese Medicine could provide also the ideology of national superiority. Therefore, Traditional Chinese
Medicine has been protected and developed by the assistance of the Communist Party. In the process, Traditional

Chinese Medical education has been professionalized.
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