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(Abstract)

Mr. Miyazaki's heroines tend to be plucky young women
who combine guileless decency with tough-mindedness.
However, in his the latest film <Howl's Moving Castle> the
female character often change herself into wise older
women who sometimes serve as foils, sometimes as
mother figures. His heroine, Sophie, starts out as a shy
girl, but then a curse transforms her into 90-year-old. Her
partner is Howl who supports and is supported by Sophie
their mutual drawbacks. At first horrified by the change,
she comes to embrace it as a liberation from anxiety, fear
and self-consciousness, and discovers in herself a new
zest for adventure. The castle is surely one of the most
extraordinary contraptions to appear on screen recently,
more ingenious in its way than the intergalactic armada. It
ranges freely from place to place and is also, somehow, in
several places at once, its magical front door opening onto
different landscapes with the flip of a knob. It is not
exactly haunted, but it is nonetheless infused with
whimsical and sometimes somber spirits. Sophie, in both
her incarnations, joins an impressive sisterhood of Miyazaki
heroines, whose version of girl power presents a potent
alternative to the mini-machismo that dominates American
juvenile entertainment.
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