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Directions in Promoting Independence

in Operational Control

Park, Syng-Sik

Former ministers of national defense and foreign affairs,
intellectuals such as former and incumbent professors, and
various NGO groups are demanding the South Korean
government to stop promoting independence in operational control
which is currently held by the Umted States Armed Forces in
Korea commander.

Although the Korea should exercise operational control
independently in the future, orientation on the direction which
should be taken under consideration in promoting this transfer
should be assumed.

First of all, South Korea must sufficiently examine the
criticassms and dissenting opinions, and reflect them in promoting
independence in operational control. From now on, the South
Korean government should reflect the opinions of experts 1n
operational control, and must promote the transfer with national
consensus. Unilateral enforcement of the transfer may cause
senious errors and aggravate conflicts

Second, ROKA's exercise of independence in operational
control should take place only after gaining restraint on North

Korea’s attack against the South, and the i1ssues on nuclear
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weapons and weapons of mass destruction(WMD) has been
resolved, and a peace regime has been reached. Furthermore,
exercise of independence in wartime operational control should be
promoted only if there is a guarantee that international trust and
the military collaboration will be restored to a level beyond the
present state.

Third, the USFK and the Korean-US alliance is providing
South Korea with national security, not to mention tremendous
diplomatical, and economical benefits However, if the alliance
between the two countries become weakened due to the exercise
of the independence in operational control, we might suffer a
great deal of loss. Even though reasonable justification and
external independence may be gained through promoting
independence in operational control, it should be promoted in a
longitudinal manner because national security problems and
conflicts may be intensified, and there is no actual profit n
doing so.

Fourth, if the Korean-US alliance becomes weakened and
therefore the United States decides to discuss eastern-asia
strategles, North Korea deterrence strategies, and Japanese
rearmament issues with other neighboring countries, South Korea
may become diplomatically isolated and a subordinate to
surrounding countries, destroying the independence we have now
instead of restoring it Therefore searching for means to
remnforce international trust and collaboration between South
Korea and the United States, and leaving ROKA's independence

in operational control as a long term objective would be a more
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realistic method.
Key Words : Operational Control, The US-Korean Alliance,

Anti-American Movement Conflict between Korea-US, Weapons
of Mass Destruction(WMD)
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