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The Changes of the College Level Visual Communications Design Curriculum in Korea
- Focused on 3 Design Schools: Hongik Univ., Seoul National Univ., Ewha Univ.
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(Abstract)

This research takes an introspective and critical approach
to the college level visual communication design education in
Korea. As such, the changes of the college-level visual
communication design curiculum in Korea are analyzed,
Selected were 3 major design schools which have a
relatively long design educational history in Korea. Those 3
schools are Hongik University, Seoul National University and
Ewha University. The curricula were categorized and its
changes were followed. The faculy members of those 3
schools were also analyzed. The college level design
education began from 1946 at Seoul National University. The
Koreas design education was influenced from the Japanese
Design curriculum and then the American design curiculum
from the beginning. The Korean design educators accepted
those new design educational paradigm without any criticism,
and it is now structurized in our design educational system.
It caused the curriculum with practice-centered dlasses
mostly, and the function centered design education without
understanding of socio-cultural environments. The Korean
design education needs more liberal arts which will lead us
to more discourses about ourselves, and needs to employ
more local design educators to solve the intellectual skewness
in the Korean academic society in the field of Design.
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