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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed at developing and providing textbook writers with information and
materials required to introduce forest education ideas and paradigm into primary, middle, and
high school students, responding to establishment of the new national curriculum. Research
methods included interview with school teachers, literature review on forest education and
policy, analysis of writings and drawings of elementary school students. As a primary result,
the study produced a framework that can be applied to analyze and understand how people
think of and put a value on forest, consisting of 1) Resource-Economic Perspective, 2) Envi-
ronmental-Ecological Perspective, 3) Cultural-Educational Perspective, and 4) Existential-Ethi-
cal Perspective.

To test its validity, the developed framework was applied to the processes of reorgani-
zing and interpreting the outcomes of teacher interview and writings and drawings of elemen-
tary school students. The results of applications showed that current school education mostly
focused on ecological-environmental (about 5096) and cultural-educational (about 3096) per-
spectives on forest. To improve the quality of current forest education in schools, five main

directions including integration, balance, interrelatedness, identity, and systematic approaches
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were suggested.

Key words :

forest education, analysis framework, economic perspective, ecological

perspective, educational perspective, ethical perspective
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