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ABSTRACT

This study is to consider the fundamental perceptions of pre-service elementary school
teachers to natural environments. The recognition items of questionnaire for those environ-
ments include ones of water, atmospheric, soil, biologic and oceanic environments constituting
of the earth system. From the results of the study, they affirmatively recognized biologic en-
vironment, but they showed highly negative recognitions to others. In other side, it is con-
sidered that their recognitions to natural environments were probably transferred by the things
which involve press media, curricula and real lives.

On the basis of the study results, systematic teaching-leaming for natural environments
is essential because the encouragement of eco-friendly attitude, one of main goal for environ-
mental education, is budded from basic understandings to natural environments. Affirmatively
environmental worldviews for elementary school students are important for reasons why tea-
cher’s quality and practice will is fundamental, and then teacher could change the views of
the students for environmental education. So, preparing balanced attitudes, right concepts and
connection to applicable knowledges for natural environments, pre-service elementary school
teachers in environmental education must be pointed to organized education between human
and natural environment.

Key words : pre-service elementary school teachers, natural environments, environmental
education
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