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Abstract

Dangsan forests had been established by local residents several hundred years ago. They were disturbed in various
ways, but still remain in many villages where dangsan festivals are held every year. Although the remaining Dangsan
forests represent korean rural cultural landscapes, their characteristics still remain to be uncovered.

The objectives of this study were to understand the three elements, Dangsan tree (Divine tree), shrine and stone
tower, and to investigate the culture at inland areas and seashore areas relation to Dangsan forests. Twenty cases of
Dangsan forests at inland areas and twenty at seashore areas were investigated.

There were nine shrines and six stone towers found out of twenty inland Dangsan forests. Fifteen shrines were
found out of twenty seashore Dangsan forests. Stone tower was not found at seashore areas. Fifteen events of dangsan
festival were investigated. Dangsan festival appeared to have played an important role to preserve Dangsan forests.

Based on the findings of this study, Dangsan forests are, as landscape elements at inland and seashore areas, proved

to have a potential for the improvement of cultural and natural landscapes in the country.

Keywords | Dangsan Forests, Rural Community Forests, Dangsan Festival, Three Elements of Dangsan forest,

Cultural Landscape



