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ABSTRACT

Underground Comics and Hippie Culture:
Focusing on <Zap Comix No.1>

Ham, Jong—-Ho

Underground comics is a trend of comics started by reflecting
hippie culture in the 1960’s. It reflects hippie culture proclaiming
return to nature and denying war with no humanity and social
systems of material civilization expresses anti—culture in a radical
and humorous way.

Robert Crumb adds the features of hippie culture to comics
aggressively with issuing comic book, <Zap Comix> series.
Especially <Zap Comix no. 1> received great response from hippie.
It became the chance for underground comics to improve further.
{Zap Comix no. 1> includes works like ‘Whiteman’ expressing the
hidden desire of conservative middle class or ‘Keep on truckin"
describing youths in hippie culture as characters lording it over
somebody, strutting confidently across various landscape.

The Comic was published and distributed independently and
character—driven comic that reflected the variety of hippie culture.
The Comic represented the characteristics of the underground
comics very well. Winding lines and points, a strong contrast, were
used for excellent graphical effect.

These comics escaped from heroic comics of the era and played
great roles in opening an era of underground comics which express
satires of social culture more freely.

Key Word : <{ZAP Comix No.1> , underground comic, Robert
Crumb, hippie culture
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