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ABSTRACT

The Strategy of Characterizing Space that uses Anti-House
as a Metaphor for Character’s Self-Defense Mechanism
- Focusing on the TV Series <Neon Genesis Evangelion> and the
Theater version of <The End Of Evangelion> -

Yang, Se-Hyeok - Ryu, Beom-Yeol

Animations characterize space as a strategy to effectively show
the inner conflicts of characters and to highlight the theme. During
the process of inner conflict, characters unconsciously use defense
mechanism to protect their egos from the fear that came from
deficiency, and because of the self-deceptive quality of
self-defense mechanism, the reality is distorted and conflicts get
intensified. This study focuses on the concept of anti-house, the
space where conflicts get intensified, analyzes animations to find
out the aspect of inner conflict, and interprets the characteristic
of space that is used for metaphoric structure frame. Also, it aims
to reveal how the defense mechanism, which intensifies the inner
conflict of characters, is characterized as anti-house.

The analysis in this study was mainly done with the TV series,
<Neon Genesis Evangelion>, and the theater version of <EOE>. It is
because the characters have serious deficiency from broken home and
have a psychological quality of closed boundary that is symbolized
as 'A.T. field'. Especially, the core character, 'Shinji Ikari',
shows how a character uses compulsive self-defense mechanism to deal
with inner conflict and as a result, goes through ego—collapse and
then introspection. This process of the character’ s experience is
the core of the whole plot. Through analysis, the relationship
between the character’ s self-defense mechanism and the space,
anti-house(which expands to Anti-city), was inferred. The space is
made up of three axes, x-axis of horizontal space, y-axis of
vertical space, and in the sense that all the space has no exit,
z—ax1s of deeper contradictory space.

This thesis started with the decision that <Neon Genesis
Evangelion> is the most suitable work in analyzing the metaphorical
relationship between self-defense mechanism and anti-house. There
was limitation, however, as the typical characteristics of Japanese
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animations, pedantic composition and the possibility of broad
interpretation, hindered clear verification. Hopefully, this
limitation will be overcome by following studies and this study is
expected to show the importance of space in interpreting the text of
animations, and to serve as database for other creative works.

Key Word : Character, Self Defense Mechanism, Characterizing
Space, Metaphoric Structure, Evangelion
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