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Abstract

Common issues in research and policy on cultural heritage can be extracted among Eurasian countries
although countries in the region show different colors of policies and studies. Among them one thing peculiar to
Central Asian countries is that in general they do not have well delineated laws and regulations on the protection
of cultural heritage. It may be because they had no enough time and experience to legislate and implement
relevant laws and regulations ever since they got independence.

Research on cultural heritage in Central Asian countries is often made in cooperation with foreign institutions.
As shown in archaeological excavation projects in Central Asian countries, cooperative projects exceed non-
cooperative ones in terms of size and longevity. UNESCO, through its projects on the Serial and Transboundary
World Heritage Nomination of the Silk Roads in Central Asia, also supports countries in Central Asia and others
along the Silk Road in order to facilitate inclusion of their cultural heritages in the Tentative List of the World
Heritage. With regard to activities on the protection of cultural heritage, while respective countries in Central
Asia have made good efforts, they could not produce effective outcomes due to short of budget and specialized
manpower, They have rich resources of cultural and documentary heritage but their registered heritages on the
UNESCO’s World Heritage List and Memory of the World are under-represented because of short of technology
and experience among other things.

A new trend in cultural heritage studies that combined cultural heritage with tourism has merged in recent
years. While some critics have raised some negative questions, this new fashion became popular and will
continue with the support of governments of Silk Road countries. In conclusion, Korean institutions are further

encouraged to organize cooperative networks for research and policy with respective Eurasian countries.
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