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Abstract This study attempted to survey nursing students' motives for choosing nursing as their major, and to
examine how such motives affect their satisfaction with their major, campus-life satisfaction, and self-directed learning
ability. This study was conducted as a descriptive survey. Data were collected using a self-report questionnaire during
the period from the 1st to 15th of April, 2015, and the questionnaires from 195 nursing students were used in the
analysis using Fisher's exact test, t-test, one way ANOVA, Mann Whitney test, and ANCOVA. Only 41.5% of the
nursing students chose nursing as their major because of their aptitude and interest. The motive for the selection of
the major was found to have a significant effect on their satisfaction with the major (p<.001), campus-life satisfaction
(p=-008), and self-directed learning ability (p=.001). Middle and high school students should be provided with various
types of information on nursing, so that they can have the opportunity to choose nursing based on their aptitude and
interest before entering university. Once they start university, nursing students' adjustment to campus-life and learning
ability should be enhanced through various extracurricular activity programs in order to stimulate their interest in the

major.
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Table 1. General Characteristics according to Type of Motive for Major Selection (N=195)
Aptitude or interest High school record )
Job t (n=72
Variables Categories (n=81) ob prospect (n=72) (n=42) ();)
n(%)
M 5( 2.6) 2 1.0) 2 1.0) 1.04
Gender
F 76(39.0) 70(35.9) 40(20.5) (.618)
Ist 15( 7.7) 12( 62) 8( 4.1)
2nd 34(17.4) 25(12.8) 12( 6.2) 321
Grade
3rd 15( 7.7) 15( 7.7) 11( 5.6) (.790)
4th 17( 8.7) 20(10.3) 11( 5.6)
Acquaintance’s Yes 15( 7.7) 42(21.6) 38(19.6) 65.90
recommendation No 65(33.5) 30(15.5) 4( 2.1) (<.001)
>1 51(26.2) 56(20.8) 31(15.9)
Daily hours of study (hr) 12 27(13.8) 14( 72) 8( 4.1) (61';2)
< 3( 1.5) 2 1.0) 3( 15) ’
_ Own house 45(23.1) 24(12.3) 19( 9.7) 7.60
Place of residence -
Dormitory 36(18.5) 48(24.6) 23(11.8) (.024)

*Excluded missing data

Table 2. Differences of Major Satisfaction, Campus-life Satisfaction, and Self-directed Learning Ability according to

General Characteristics and Motive for Major Selection (N=195)
Major satisfaction Car'npus-'hfe Selfl-dlrect.e d
. . satisfaction learning ability
Variables Categories UAF R UAF
Mean£SD Mean+SD Mean+SD
() () ()
Gend M 3.42+0.41 709.50 3.6740.78 695.50 3.08+0.53 488.50
ender
F 3.54+0.34 (1482) 3.35+0.94 (377) 3.41+0.44 (.043)
Ist" 3.4240.36 3.3440.95 9.59 3.08+0.38 9.39
nd® 3.58+0.29 274 3.40:0.80 (<000 3.49:0.42 (<00D
Grade (045)
3rd” 3.51+0.30 ’ 2.78+1.04 Post-Hoc 3.35+0.44 Post-Hoc
4th? 3.47+0.25 3.35+0.79 c<a,b,d 3.53+0.43 a<b,c,d
Acquaintance’s Yes 3.42+0.30 21.66 3.29+0.93 1.22 3.36+0.43 1.35
recommendation No 3.61+0.26 (<.001) 3.44+0.92 (271) 3,430 46 (.247)
>1* 3.49+0.30 3.21+0.92 11.20 3.32+0.41 8.16
, 12 3.58+0.27 211 3.8840.70 (<001 3.5720.50 (<001)
Daily hours of study (hr) (124)
2 3424045 2.88+1.36 Post-Hoc 3.71£0.35 Post-Hoe
c<b a<c
] Own house 3.53£0.31 1.07 3.58+0.85 771 3.4240.53 051
Place of residence
Dormitory 3.4940.29 (:303) 3.1840.96 (.003) 3.3840.37 (475)
Aptitude or interest’ 3.65+0.25 20.19 3.63+0.98 6.64 3.53:0.43 6.25
. : (<.001) (.002) (.002)
Motive for Job prospect 3.24£0.28 3.05+0.89 3.28£0.43
Major Selection -
High school 5 5 3
18h 5cho0 343030 Post-Hoe 3.2440.83 PostHoe | 535,045 | PostHoc
record b,c<a b<a b,c<a

= , P AFAd= FAHSE fogk zfo|7} glglon,
Foll vlal 1~2A17F 1Fe], A3 E 17 A A% AH(U=488.50, p=.043), TI(F=9.39, p<.001), 3+
Sl g AIZKF=8.16, p<.001), HNFXE57|(F=6.25,
A5 FroehA =9kt p=002)0l = EAH o7 Fo3 2fo]E e} A}
npAEte 2 A FE ShgsEe] A, MBAAE H FAACAA 13hde] wls) 280, 33hd, 43hde], &%
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Table 3. Effect of Type of Motive for Major Selection in Major Satisfaction, Campus-life Satisfaction, and Self-directed

Learning Ability (N=195)
Variables Sources SS or B Fort p df eta”
Total 2373.67 191
Error 13.60 186
Grade 0.00 0.02 .893 1 .00
. e Acquaintance's recommendation” 0.16 2.20 140 1 .01
Major satisfaction - A 5
Motive for major selection 1.58 10.79 <.001 2 .10
Aptitude or interest 0.25 4.06 <.001
Job prospect 0
High school record 0.05 0.98 327
Total 2360.00 194
Error 149.17 188
Grade’ 141 1.78 184 1 01
. Daily hours of study* 1.69 2.13 146 1 .01
S:Z?:;};ie Place of residence’ ? 318 401 047 1 02
Motive for major selection 7.82 4.93 .008 2 .05
Aptitude or interest 0.52 3.04 .003
Job prospect 0
High school record 0.23 1.32 187
Total 2229.85 190
Error 30.01 184
Gender’ 0.52 3.20 075 1 .02
Self-directed School year” _ 2.14 13.12 <.001 1 .07
learning ability Daily hours of study ] 235 14.38 <.001 1 .07
Motive for major selection' 232 7.12 .001 2 .07
Aptitude or interest 0.26 3.30 .001
Job prospect 0
High school record 0.05 0.64 522

" Covariate; fIndependem variable & Parametric estimation show
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