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A Qualitative Study on Prospective Librarians’ Library Practicum
Experiences: Applying Giorgi’s Descriptive Phenomenological Method
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study is to examine prospective librarians' library practicum experiences
by using Giorgi's descriptive phenomenological method. To achieve the purpose of the study, the
study conducted in-depth interviews with the participants of the library practicum in the
department of library and information science at the A university. Following Giorgi's four ways
of phenomenological description, the study analyzed the collected data from in-depth interviews
with the participants. Prospective librarians’ library practicum experiences were able to analyze
as five significant themes and seventeen sub-categories of the themes. The five main themes
are as followings: formulating perception of libraries and librarians’, formulating career design
through self-development and challenges, ‘growth and challenges in preparing the library
practicum’, ‘growth and challenges in the middle of library practicum and ‘experiences after the
library practicum and the evaluation.” On the basis of the findings, the study suggested alternative
programs of library practicum and the directions for performing the programs effectively and
efficiently.
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Hol= Vs o] "olalf slar F3tal] f1%te]
(Patton 1990). I#oll= E--a}7, thaksh A7k
I 7l FEE] AP 1 AW MR
H]aL - A= S (triangulation) &

Ysted o] A g

7 nk JeEE ASHE 4TS

3 T2 fAF 32 o] FJdE(d, o A/
SS9 A ES] A, v WAL/ ZEEAL
=9 AEF7Y, v A JdA Ad =
o] 743 5)¢ ¥ 54 (idiosyncrasies of
specific groups) E°1 AEZA 715 o] o]
g W ope}, A3 BE0] MR Hlase 2
A et 553 A0 fiEE AL
T29} wgkso] #AE 97t drk(Silverman
2005).
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