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(A) Study on the Effectiveness of Preventive Attacks in the Process of Nuclear
Development : Focusing on Israel’s Attacks on Iraq and Syria

Han, Seung Jo*

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to examine the effectiveness of preventive attacks through cases of military attacks
against nuclear facilities in Iraq and Syria that Israel has conducted. It also suggests a desirable approach to preventive
attacks against North Korea. The Operation Opera in Iraq in 1981 and the Operation Orchard in Syria in 2007 are
examined with an aim to support the opinion “the preventive attack can not be successful in the long run though it may
be effective in the short term”. It is also possible to denuclearize if the effective preventive attacks on the Korean
peninsula are conducted together with removing both nuclear weapons development means and will. In order to guarantee
the successful prevent attacks, it is necessary to secure the legitimacy of preventive attacks as well as international

pressure. Also, the reliable military attack should be done on facilities, manpower and monitored continuously to prevent
developing the nuclear afterwards.

Key words : Iraq, Israel, Nuclear development, Preventive attack, Syria
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