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Abstract

Comparison of the Characteristics and Limitations of

Representative and Participatory Democracy

Cho, 11 Soo
Chungbuk National University

Democratic countries worldwide are facing political crises, and many complaints are
being raised by citizens well-armed with information and communications
technology (ICT). Voter turnout rates have seen steady declines around the world,
while other forms of political participation of citizens, including popular initiatives
and recalls and powerful NGOs, have been increasing. In particular, representative
democracy, which has been adopted by the majority of democratic countries, is
experiencing a crisis due to restrictions on civic participation, failures of
representatives, political alienation, and indifference to politics. In this paper, I will
examine the meaning, major theoretical characteristics, and limitations of
representative democracy in comparison with those of participatory democracy that
have been suggested as supplements or substitutes. In particular, I evaluate
representative and participatory democracy on six criteria: effectiveness, stability,
consistency, responsiveness, deliberation, and comprehensiveness. The results
suggest that representative democracy may be relatively superior to participatory in
effectiveness, stability, consistency, and deliberation. Finally, I propose what is

necessary for a mature democracy in our society.

Key words: representative democracy, participatory democracy, representation,

political participation.
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