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Purpose: The purpose of this study is to identify the factors influencing the intention to report child abuse of
emergency room nurses based on the health belief model. Methods: This was a descriptive study that used a
cross-sectional design. A total of 188 emergency room nurses working at general hospitals with more than 300
beds in Seoul participated in the study. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA,
Pearson’s correlation coefficient and multiple regression analysis with the SPSS 25.0 program. Results: Cor-
relations and regression analyses showed that the perceived severity (3=.14, p=.024), perceived barrier (3=
-.25, p<.001), and self-efficacy (3=.31, p<.001) were factors influencing emergency room nurses’ intention
to report child abuse, and the explanatory power of the model was 33.0%. Conclusion: The results of this study
related to the health belief model, being a valid theoretical basis for child abuse reporting intention research,
significantly suggest new research directions in the future. In addition, to increase the nurses' intention to report
child abuse in the emergency room, the influencing factors identified in this study can be utilized and develop
specific interventions using the health belief model.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Emergency Room Nurses

(N=188)
Variables Categories  n (%) or M£SD

Age (yr) <25 21 (11.1)
25~29 119 (63.3)
30~34 37 (19.7)

>35 11 (5.9)
28.1+4.0

Gender M 17 (9.0)
F 171 (91.0)
Martial status Married 26 (13.8)
Single 162 (86.2)

Presence of children Yes 18 (9.6)
No 170 (90.4)

Education College 13 (6.9)
University 153 (81.4)
> Master 22 (11.7)
Total clinical experiencein  0.5~<3 84 (44.7)
the emergency room (yr) 3~<6 68 (36.2)
>6 36 (19.1)

3.99+2.86

Table 2. Health Belief related to the Intention to Report Child
Abuse, and Intention to Report Child Abuse (N=188)

Variables M=SD Range

28.18+2.31 20~30
18.05+3.16 10~25

Perceived seriousness
Perceived benefits

Perceived barriers 23.61+5.25 8~35

Self-efficacy 27.1614.82 15~40

Intention to report child abuse 8.53+1.37 4~10
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Table 3. Health Belief related to the Intention to Report Child Abuse, and Intention to Report Child Abuse by General

Characteristics (N=188)
Perceived Perceived Perceived Self-officac Intention to report
seriousness benefits barriers y child abuse
Variables Categories 0 = = = =
torF torF torF torF torF
M=SD M=SD M=SD +SD +SD
s Scheffé 5 Scheffé 5 Scheffé M=S Scheffé M:ES Scheffé
Age (yr) <25 27.95+2.67 2.69  1752+421 1.69 2357+3.77 173  2543+458 244 8.67+128 1.50
25~29 28.36+2.67 (.048) 18.21+3.13 (.170) 23.16%5.44 (162) 27.84+4.68 (.066) 8.65£1.37 (.215)
30~34 27.38+2.83 NA 17.28+2.28 25.32+5.17 26.43+5.27 8.161£1.39
>35 29.27+1.42 19.55+3.42 22.73+5.22 25551411 8.18t1.33
Gender M 28.59+232 0.77 20.29+2.62 3.14 21.65+541 -1.62 29.88+512 247 8.65%t150 0.38
F 28.13+2.31 (441) 17.82+3.13 (.002) 23.80£5.21 (.107) 26.89+4.72 (.014) 8.51%£1.36 (.704)
Martial status Married  28.10%+233 -1.13 18.16%+3.23 1.22 2352+517 -053 27.20t4.81 031 857+1.34 022
Single 28.65+2.15 (.256) 17.35+2.64 (.223) 24.12%576 (595) 26.88+4.98 (.755) 8.27+1.51 (.302)
Presence of Yes 28.09+233 -1.60 18.08t3.20 045 2356+5.17 -0.38 27.22+4.80 0.55 857+1.37 1.36
children No 29.00+1.94 (111) 17.7242.82 (647) 24064607 (704) 26564513 (577) 811+132 (.175)
Education College 27.69+2.78 221  18.85+3.65 046 23.38+5.04 066 2831+352 1.07 885%1.07 1.53
University 28.34+2.14 (112) 18.01+3.17 (.630) 23.45%514 (516) 27241492 (343) 8.56%1.36 (.218)
>Master 27.32+2.98 17.86+2.85 24.82+6.12 25.95+4.70 8.09+1.54
Total clinical 0.5~<3" 2819+235 476 1835+353 0.69 23.08:4.96 1.03 2687+472 076 8.67+1.30 217
experiencein  3~<6° 28664191 (010) 17.85+284 (502) 23754557 (358) 27.74+4.88 (466) 857+140 (117)
the emergency >6° 27224265 c<b 17.7212.82 24 .56+5.27 26.75+4.97 8.11+1.41
room (yr)
NA=not applicable; Post-hoc test: Scheffé test.
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Table 4. Correlation among Health Belief Related to the Intention to Report Child Abuse, and Intention to Report Child Abuse

(N=188)
Pe.rceived PerceiYed Perce‘ived S ey Intent.ion to
Variables seriousness benefits barriers report child abuse
r(p) r(p) r(p) r(p) r ()
Perceived seriousness 1
Perceived benefits .26 (<.001) 1
Perceived barriers -18 (.013) -.35 (<.001) 1
Self-efficacy .09 (.211) .30 (<.001) -42 (<.001) 1
Intention to report child abuse .25 (.001) .35 (<.001) -45 (<.001) 47 (<.001) 1
Table 5. Factors Influencing Intention to Report Child Abuse (N=188)
Variables B SE B t 4
(Constant) 4.28 1.35 3.15 .002
Perceived seriousness 0.08 0.03 14 2.28 .024
Perceived benefits 0.05 0.02 12 1.93 .054
Perceived barriers -0.06 0.01 -25 -3.65 <.001
Self-efficacy 0.08 0.01 31 4.64 <.001

R?=.34, Adjusted R?=.33, F=23.88, p<.001

SE=standard error.
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