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Abstract

Teachers’ experiences of multicultural education in primary schools
with ethnic diversity and policy implications

Heejin Parkl Sujin Choi2
Keimyung University Korean Educational Development Institute

This research aimed to explore the nature of teachers’ experiences of
multicultural education in primary schools with ethnic diversity in the Republic
of Korea and draw policy implications. For this study, the researchers
interviewed 15 primary school teachers using semi-structured questionnaires in
mine different schools. The participating teachers were in charge of the
multicultural education in schools with ethnic diversity in two rural counties in
the Republic of Korea. The analysis of the empirical data suggests that teachers
stationed in ethnic diversity have not been trained for the diverse population nor
multicultural education in general. In addition, they were struggling with the
lack of teaching resources including textbooks for multicultural education,
support for students and their parents in need of learning Korean as a foreign
language, accurate data of those students etc. These teacher policy implications
are suggested while discussing the findings; such as the importance of practical
in-service training opportunities, quality teaching resources, Korean as Second

Language(KSL) experts, and accurate data of students with ethnic diversity.

Keywords: students with immigrant backgrounds, schools with ethnic diversity,

multicultural education, multicultural education policy, teacher policy
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