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Abstract: This study aimed to identify the change in the public perception of “bats” after the
outbreak of the coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. Text mining and network analysis were conducted
for blog posts, the largest social network in Korea. We collected 9,241 Naver blog posts from 2019 to
2020 just before the outbreak of COVID-19 in Korea. The data were analyzed with Python and
NetMiner 4.3.2, and the public’s perception of bats was examined through the relationship of
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keywords by period. Findings indicated that the frequency of bat keywords in 2020 increased more

than 25 times compared to 2019, and the centrality value increased more than three times. The

perception of bats changed before and after the outbreak of the pandemic. Prior to COVID-19, bats

were highly recognized as a species of wildlife while in the first half of 2020, they were strongly

considered as a threat to human society in relation to infectious diseases and health. In the second

half of 2020, it was confirmed that the area of interest in bats expanded as the proportion of ecological

and cultural types of research increased. This study seeks to contribute to the expansion and direction

of future research in bats by understanding the public’s interest in the potential impact of the species

as disease hosts post the COVID-19 pandemic.

Keywords: COVID-19, Bat, Perception change, Public health, Disease research, Text Mining
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Figure 1. Trend of bat research (left: the number of papers, right: main research area).
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Table 2. Top 30 keywords with high centrality to keyword bat

No. 2019 Degree Q12020 Degree Q22020 Degree Q32020 Degree Q42020 Degree
1 (Tzoty fg) 0.142 Fgf) 0391 :gft) 0273 ngj) 0.400 ng) 0333
2 (Infzgcﬁon) 0.12 (P/;En) 0.246 (Ai%al) 0222 (Aiﬁal) 0236 (Ai%al) 0.306
3 (:‘é—a?ig) 0.115 (Wu%h:—i:?é?ina) 0.159 (Inf{;]—cﬁon) 0.111 (Ingt:ﬁon) 0.163 (Pzrilﬁfic) 0.194
4 (W?E(gﬁmgals) 0.104 (C?féh) 0.130 (Pfrjlccigic) 0111 (éi) 0.145 (Ingccgon) 0.167
5 (ngj) 0.093 (ﬂffs—) 0.130 (Wii’%c%}na) 0.111 (T‘:ﬁ ) 0.145 (I\;j t?re) 0.139
6 (Ap;gited) 0.060 (P%Zeht) 0.116 (C%hia) 0.101 (Pgrjlc%z;?ic) 0.127 (8}}1;11) 0.125
7 (PEEH) 0.049 (silﬁso 0.116 (ﬁi) 0.091 (silﬁso 0.091 (E:glngy) 0.111
8 (iﬂ) 0049 | uja‘n ?iﬁoma) 0.116 (SiIﬁS) 0.081 (Nzt?re) 0.091 (Tiji y | o
9 | COVID-19 | 0.049 (Prejl‘ﬁim) 0.101 (W?Eiin%als) 0.081 ( c%ﬁia) 0.091 ( gzﬁa) 0.111
10 (Toriji p | 0038 8\}4—:—5% 0.087 (Nﬂtzﬂre) 0.081 (ﬂEERiS) 0.073 (éi) 0.097
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16 (éi) 0.033 (ﬁi) 0.072 (ﬂEERiS) 0051 (ﬁaﬁz) 0055 | nha*]jijﬁon) 0.069
17 (Env%?ment) 0033 (C%e%lfsle) 0072 (E:flegy) 0051 (W?lt;gaﬁn%als) 0055 (fift) 0.069
18 (E:flf)Hgy) 0.033 (cjnil) 0.072 (E('%Q) 0.051 (Ed;%‘eﬁ) 0.055 (l\ﬁﬁﬂ 0.069
19 ‘ﬂ?,g% 0033 |, ;]im) 0.058 (Sler:ﬂ: o | 00st (Fz Iﬁy) 0.036 (Ed)f;}) 0.069

20 ﬂ(cc’f 3] 0.033 (zj; ﬂ) 0.058 (Cz*jf;ct) 0.051 (B;fljégy) 0.036 (ﬁ;; 0.056
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1 55 =)
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Figure 2. Bat keywords network in 2019.
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Table 3. High link weights for keyword bat in 2019

No keyword link weight
1 F=(Cave) 33
2 2] (Raccoon) 28
3 OFAY = E(Wild animal) 26
4 ¢1%-0|(Monkey) 23
3 o]-$-(Fox) 16
6 4] 4](Inhabitation) 16
7 H| 3 (Flight) 14
8 7+ (Infection) 13
9 Ayl (Ecology) 11
10 -o](Tour) 9
11 A-&%}(Hibernation) 8
12 AR (Hunting) 7
13 COVID-19 7
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Figure 3. Bat keyword network analysis in Q1 2020.
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Table 4. High link weights for keyword bat in Q1 2020

No keyword link weight No keyword link weight
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Figure 4. Bat keyword network analysis in Q2 2020. Figure 5. Bat keyword network analysis in Q3 2020.
Table 5. High link weights for keyword bat in Q2 2020 Table 6. High link weights for keyword bat in Q3 2020
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Figure 6. Bat keyword network analysis in Q4 2020.

Table 7. High link weights for keyword bat in Q4 2020
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