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The Effect of Teachers’ Critical Consciousness on Attribution of
Multicultural Students School Violence Victimization and School
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Abstract This study aims to examine the effects of teachers’ critical consciousness on their attribution of
cause and responsibility about multicultural students’ school violence victimization and their prediction on
students’ school adjustment. To this end, we presented four scenarios depicting multicultural students’
school violence victimization and measured teachers’ critical consciousness, cause and responsibility
attribution, and school adjustment prediction. Results showed that teachers endorsing higher levels of
Egalitarianism tended to attribute causes and responsibility to situational factors, rather than to a
multicultural adolescent being victimized by school violence. The levels of Perceived Inequality of critical
consciousness did not have significant effects on these variables. Also, teachers with a higher level of
Egalitarianism tended to predict multicultural adolescents” school adjustment more negatively. Based on the
current findings, we discussed implications on teacher education for promoting teachers’ multicultural
competence, along with limitations and directions for future research.

Key Words : Teacher's multicultural competence, Critical consciousness, Multicultural adolescent,
Attribution of school violence, School adjustment
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Table 1. Demographic information of the sample

Category n %

Oceupation Middle school teacher 143 | 42.18
High school teacher 196 | 57.82
Gender Male 151 4454
Female 188 | 55.46
Bachelor's degree 179 | 52.80

graduate course, no degree 10 2.95
Education Master's degree 139 | 41.00

Ph.D student 4 1.18

Doctorate 7 2.06

0 22 6.49
) 1 91 26.84
e 2 AT
participation 3 46 1357

4 17 5.01
5 or more 81 23.89
0 66 | 1947
CAET;
backgrounds taught 610 49| 1445
11 or more 38 11.21
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Table 2. Descriptives statistics of variables

(N=339)

Variables Mean SD skewn-ess | kurto-sis
Perceived Inequality 3.97 0.98 -0.72 114
Egalitarianism 4.62 0.85 -0.22 -0.29
Attribution of the Cause 240 1.13 0.39 -0.56
Attribution of the Problem 256 118 105 054

Solution
Prediction of School 297 119 084 002
Adjustment
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Table 3. Correlation coefficients between variables

(N=339)
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 - 09 -08 -07 -04 -06
2 - -37" | -377 | -a8" 327
3 - 91" 7" -26"
4 - 78" -27"
5 - -16"
6 —
*p (.01

Note: 1 = Perceived Inequality, 2 = Egalitarianism, 3 = Attribution of
the Cause, 4 = Attribution of the Problem Solution, 5 = Prediction of
School Adjustment, 6 = Social Desirability
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Table 4. Results of multiple regression analyses

IV | DV B SE ] t Adj. R* F

[ 1] -07 | 06 [ -06 | -112

| 2| 4 -4 .07 -.31 -b.76** .15 21.38**
3 -39 12 -17 -3.18**

1] -07 | 06 | -05 | -108

| 2] 5 -43 .07 -.31 -b.78** .15 21.62**
3 -4 13 -17 -3.23**

L1 -04 .07 -.03 -0.63

| 2] 6 -20 .08 -14 -2.52** 04 5.31**
3 -27 14 -1 -2.01*

*p (.05, *p (.01

Note: 1 = Perceived Inequality, 2 = Egalitarianism, 3 = Social

Desirability, 4 = Attribution of the Cause, 5 = Attribution of the
Problem Solution, 6 = Prediction of School Adjustment.
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