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=ABSTRACT=

In the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, Korea took the lead in
implementing “social distancing” policies more strongly than other countries. In
addition to making it mandatory to wear a mask according to the policy, all
patients using medical institutions are tested for COVID-19 to prevent Healthcare-
Associated Infections, and only those patients who test negative have been
regulated to receive face-to-face medical treatment. In this process, situations such
as the disabled, who have difficulty wearing masks, were not taken into account,
and emergency patients did not receive timely treatment or surgery from medical
personnel. In response, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea has
decided that forcing everyone to wear a mask and restricting access to medical
institutions constitutes discrimination against the disabled. Therefore, the purposes
this study has that, the first is to review cases of human rights discrimination
against persons with disabilities due to measures to prevent the transmission of
infectious diseases that did not consider the characteristics of persons with
disabilities in the COVID-19 situation and issues regarding the decisions of the
National Human Rights Commission of Korea, the second is to find a reasonable
plan and the need for measures to prevent refusal of treatment by medical

institutions for the disabled who have difficulty wearing masks.

Keyword : Healthcare-Associated Infection, People with Disabilities, Masks,
Medical Institutions, Human Rights Discrimination




