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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze ‘consumer life’ units in middle school home economics textbooks in Korea and Japan based
on the ESD concept (diversity, interaction, finiteness, fairness, cooperation, responsibility). The objective was to compare how
the ESD concept was reflected in Korean and Japanese textbooks. The analysis focused on the units related to ‘adolescent consumer
life’ in Korean textbooks and ‘money management and purchase’ as well as ‘consumer rights and responsibilities” in Japanese
textbooks. Results showed that in Korea, responsibility (23.36%) was most emphasized, followed by interaction (22.43%),
cooperation (19.63%), fairness (18.69%), finiteness (10.28%), and diversity (5.61%). In Japan, cooperation (21.74%) and interaction
(21.45%) received significant attention, followed by fairness (16.23%), responsibility (13.91%), finiteness (13.33%), and diversity
(13.33%). Korean textbooks exhibited a wider range of ESD concept percentages compared to Japan. In the Korean textbooks,
responsibility was emphasized for promoting rational and ethical consumption, while Japanese textbooks highlighted cooperation
in resolving consumer issues and collaborating with local and international communities to address environmental concerns.
Interaction was emphasized regarding the impact of individual and family consumption on society, economy, and the environment.

Overall, both Korean and Japanese home economics textbooks reflected elements that foster sustainable consumer behaviors.
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Unit Structure of ‘Consumer Life’ of Japanese Textbook
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Table 4.
The ESD Concept, Based on the Characteristics of Home Economics
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